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Inaugural Class of FOCUS—DMH’s Succes-
sion Planning/Accelerated Leadership Devel-
opment Program. 

Reverend Williams organized and has facili-
tated T and T (Thad and Teresa) Food/Out-
reach Ministry since 2000 where they have re-
ceived both national and local recognition for 
their service to the community including the 
2014 ‘‘WJTV Jefferson Award’’ and the 2013 
Southern Christian Services ‘‘Hands of Provi-
dence Award.’’ 

Reverend Williams has served as Chaplain 
for the Mississippi Valley State University Na-
tional Alumni Association, employed with the 
State of Mississippi since 1992 and currently 
with Mississippi Department of Mental Health’s 
Central Office where he was voted by his 
peers as the 2012 Employee of the Year. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Reverend Thaddeus J. Wil-
liams. 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE JES-
UIT MARTYRS OF EL SALVADOR 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, in mid-No-
vember I was privileged to participate in the 
25th Anniversary observance of the Jesuit 
martyrs of El Salvador. On November 16, 
1989, the Salvadoran military carried out a 
joint operation with the specific purpose to 
enter the campus of the Jesuit-administered 
University of Central America José Simeon 
Cañas (the UCA) and murder the university 
rector and several of its faculty. That evening, 
members of the Salvadoran Army shot and 
killed six Jesuit priests, including the rector, 
along with two women, a housekeeper and 
her teenage daughter, who were being shel-
tered at the university that evening. 

This year I traveled to El Salvador as part 
of a delegation led by the Washington Office 
on Latin America (WOLA), which included 
many presidents and officials of U.S. Jesuit 
colleges and universities. It was a very moving 
experience, one that strengthened both my 
faith and my commitment to stand up for 
human rights everywhere, including in my own 
country. 

I was invited to participate in one of the fo-
rums organized by the UCA as part of the 
25th Anniversary events, The Legacy of the 
Jesuits on U.S. Foreign Policy toward El Sal-
vador and Central America and on the Society 
of Jesus. Also appearing on the panel were 
Fr. Charlie Currie, SJ, with Georgetown Uni-
versity and executive president of Jesuit Com-
mons; Fr. Michael Sheeran, SJ, president, As-
sociation of Jesuit Colleges and Universities/ 
AJCU (in the USA); Fr. Andreu Oliva, SJ, rec-
tor, UCA; Geoff Thale, WOLA; and Fr. Tom 
Smolich, SJ, former president of US Con-
ference of Jesuit Provincials. 

I would like to submit the remarks I pre-
sented at the UCA on how the murders of the 
six Jesuits and two women affected me and 
how I see their legacy in El Salvador and the 
United States. 

THE LEGACY OF THE JESUITS ON U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY TOWARD EL SALVADOR AND CENTRAL 
AMERICA AND ON THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 

Forum at the UCA: 25th Anniversary Observ-
ance of the Jesuit Martyrs 

University of Central America José Simeõn 
Cañas 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 
10:00 AM–12:00 PM 
Background: Panel presentations by Rep. 

Jim McGovern, Fr. Charles Currie, Geoff 
Thale, Fr. Tom Smolich, and UCA Rector 
Fr. Andreu Oliva. Presentations will be in 
Spanish/English with simultaneous trans-
lation provided. 
REMARKS BY U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JAMES P. 

MCGOVERN 
Thank you for that very kind introduction. 

I am here this morning because I am grateful 
to the Jesuits of El Salvador, and especially 
those who have served and those who con-
tinue to serve here at the UCA. You have 
been my friends, my mentors and my teach-
ers. How I think, what I believe, how I view 
and evaluate what is going on in the world 
has been shaped by my relations with the Je-
suits, before, during and after the war. 

The UCA itself was founded in the spirit of 
liberation. It is named after a Salvadoran 
priest, Jose Simeón Cañas, who as a con-
gressman in the Constitutional Assembly 
championed and achieved the abolition of 
slavery in Central America in 1824. Abraham 
Lincoln didn’t sign the Emancipation Proc-
lamation until forty years later, in 1863. So 
it’s right that we in the United States look 
to and work with the UCA to advance human 
rights, human dignity, freedom and equality. 

Many people look upon the deaths of Fa-
thers Ignacio Ellacurı́a, ‘‘Nacho’’ Martı́n- 
Baró, Segundo Montes, Juan Ramón Moreno, 
Joaquı́n López y López, Amando López, and 
Elba and Celina Ramos as crimes that epito-
mize the harsh reality of the war and the 
brutality of the Salvadoran armed forces. I 
prefer to remember their lives. I remember 
how they lived, how they carried out their 
pastoral work, their intellectual work and 
research, and how they interacted with their 
students, friends, colleagues and the Salva-
doran people. And if there is one lesson that 
they taught me, it was that faith is more 
than ritual—it means action. ‘‘Feed the Hun-
gry’’ means feed the hungry. ‘‘Treat Every-
one with Dignity’’ means every person, and 
especially the poor, rightfully deserve a life 
with dignity. 

One of the reasons U.S. policy changed to-
wards El Salvador in the 1990s was because 
Jesuit university and college presidents from 
all around the United States—many who are 
here today—took up the challenge of the 
murdered Jesuits and ignited their alumni 
across the country to take action, not to re-
main silent. Those actions had tremendous 
power—the power of faith working to move 
history in support of human rights, truth, 
justice and peace. 

We come to El Salvador this weekend to 
commemorate the lives and the loss of our 
Jesuit brothers. But we are also here to re-
flect on what has happened over the past 25 
years. I believe that U.S. policy toward El 
Salvador has fallen far short in the after-
math of the war. In 1995, we all but aban-
doned El Salvador, significantly reducing 
our economic and development support just 
when it was most needed to consolidate the 
peace. When we have seen increases in our 
development aid, it has mainly been in re-
sponse to natural disasters. 

The U.S. should have helped lead a Mar-
shall Plan for Peace in El Salvador over the 
past 20 years; instead, we did the opposite. 
We still don’t have robust assistance ready 
to support a national development strategy 
for El Salvador—and we certainly aren’t 

prioritizing projects focused on listening to, 
working with and helping lift up the poorest 
and most neglected Salvadorans, rather than 
economic projects that support elite inter-
ests. Even our Millennium Challenge Grants, 
which are targeted at strengthening Salva-
doran agriculture and related infrastructure, 
and now at supporting development projects 
along the Pacific Coast, were held hostage to 
private sector interests for too long. But I’m 
glad that all conditions have now been re-
solved and I’m hopeful that development 
projects that take into account the interests 
of the communities on the coast might now 
move forward. 

So, we Americans should not be surprised 
that we are now reaping what we have helped 
sow. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to un-
derstand that had we invested significantly 
over the past 20 years in jobs, education, 
health care, food security, youth, women and 
families, fewer Salvadorans would have felt 
forced to abandon their homes and seek a life 
elsewhere. Not only did U.S. policies export 
gang violence to Central America, we did 
precious little to invest in preventing vio-
lence from taking root. 

With all these families and unaccompanied 
children arriving at the U.S. border—many 
with terrible stories to tell—it is time to de-
velop a policy that is good for the people of 
El Salvador, Central America and the United 
States. Will we help our friends and neigh-
bors create jobs and greater opportunities 
for young people and marginalized commu-
nities and towns? Will we help strengthen ju-
dicial institutions to investigate and pros-
ecute those responsible for violence? Will we 
help those same institutions root out corrup-
tion and identify those among society who 
are in league with or benefit from criminal 
activity and violence? Will we invest in the 
kind of citizen security and infrastructure 
that benefits all Salvadorans, not just the 
wealthy few? 

President Sanchez Cerén is in Washington 
right now, and he and the other Central 
American presidents met with U.S. Vice- 
President Joe Biden yesterday. I hope that 
the Obama Administration and the U.S. Con-
gress will decide to make long-term invest-
ments in youth, in development, and in cit-
izen security. I hope they will embrace the 
positive lessons learned from USAID’s recent 
programs on youth violence prevention. As 
they work on these proposals, I hope the U.S. 
and Salvadoran governments will make sure 
that programs are designed in partnership 
with civil society and affected commu-
nities—a real partnership. 

We in the U.S. government need to be com-
mitted to reforming and strengthening insti-
tutions, and we have to make sure that our 
partners in Central America, most especially 
the regional governments, are also genuinely 
committed to using these investments for 
real institutional reform, and for develop-
ment that benefits youth and marginal com-
munities. We need to make sure that civil 
society and affected communities are wholly 
integrated into designing and evaluating 
these projects. And when I look around the 
region, I feel like the most potential for cre-
ating these types of sensitive and genuine 
partnerships is here in El Salvador. 

Such long-term investments not only need 
to be made, they will need to be sustained. I 
am very concerned that the Administration, 
and especially the new U.S. Congress, will 
try to do everything ‘‘on the cheap.’’ And 
meanwhile, the questions remain whether we 
in the United States will respect our own 
laws, as well as international humanitarian 
law, and welcome those who come to our bor-
ders in need of protection? Or will we con-
tinue to spend money primarily on increas-
ing border security, expanding detention fa-
cilities, denying immigrants legal counsel, 
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streamlining deportation proceedings, and 
overwhelming, rather than strengthening, 
our immigration courts? 

My country owes a great deal to the hun-
dreds of thousands of Salvadorans who have 
made the United States their home. They are 
great assets to our local communities, work-
ing hard, opening small businesses, investing 
in their neighborhoods, and all the while 
continuing to invest in their families and 
former communities here in El Salvador. It 
reminds me a lot of my own Irish-Polish im-
migrant heritage. 

I learned a great deal about El Salvador 
from refugees in 1983 who told my former 
boss, Congressman Joe Moakley, their sto-
ries. I believe that Salvadoran children and 
families telling similar stories about why 
they are trying to escape gang violence and 
criminal networks can make a difference 
today. Policymakers need to understand this 
reality. It also requires a commitment to in-
vest in new policies, new ideas, new ap-
proaches—both here in El Salvador and in 
the United States. 

When we deal with criminal and gang vio-
lence in the United States, we know we need 
to deal with education, social services and 
prevention programs, and with jobs and op-
portunities for young people. I don’t know 
why anyone believes it’s any different here. 

The Government of El Salvador has made 
great progress. When I first traveled to El 
Salvador, the FMLN was in the mountains, 
settling differences through the barrel of a 
gun. Today, the Salvadoran people have just 
elected its second president from the FMLN 
political party. Peace has made a tremen-
dous difference. The Salvadoran people’s 
commitment to peace has made a tremen-
dous difference. And today, political disputes 
are settled in the political and public arena. 

I am grateful to be able to honor the lives 
of the Jesuit martyrs, and to know that 
their memory and their example continue to 
influence so many people, even now, 25 years 
after their murders. 

I am also proud that we will be presenting 
later today a gift from the Moakley Founda-
tion in Massachusetts for the UCA. I still be-
lieve that one of the best investments we can 
make in El Salvador is to support this uni-
versity. Future leaders of El Salvador are 
being educated here today—maybe one of 
you sitting in the audience will be president 
of El Salvador one day, or a financial leader, 
or a teacher whose students will change the 
world, or a social worker who will work with 
communities and design the model that lifts 
thousands of Salvadorans out of poverty and 
into a dignified life. It is all possible, here at 
the UCA. 

Education is the great liberator. The his-
tory of the UCA—and the lives and work of 
the Jesuit community—have long stood for 
an engaged and educated society, able to 
transform itself for the good of all people. 
This is why universities throughout Central 
America and around the world have created 
partnerships with the UCA. The UCA is the 
place where new ideas, new visions, and new 
leadership come to be nurtured and to flour-
ish. And the UCA has always been where the 
voices of the poor were amplified—not just 
during the war, but in the hard work of ad-
vancing and consolidating the peace. 

We all know there is no quick fix to the 
problems facing El Salvador. But many of 
the solutions to those problems are ones that 
the Jesuits and the UCA have advocated for 
as long as I can remember. All people deserve 
to be treated with dignity. Investing in the 
poor means listening to those who live in 
marginal communities and letting them de-
cide how best to address the many problems 
that affect their daily lives. Certainly, con-
fronting violent gangs and criminal net-
works requires strong police and judicial sys-

tems. But it also requires that those institu-
tions be free of corruption, transparent, re-
spectful of basic human rights, able to carry 
out their duties at a decent living wage, and 
in harmony with the communities that rely 
on their protection. 

The good news is that there are solutions, 
and we basically know what they are. I be-
lieve with the commitment to act and press 
policymakers to do the right thing for the 
majority of Salvadorans, especially the poor, 
we can all make a difference. And I rely on 
the UCA and the Jesuits in El Salvador and 
the United States to remain committed and 
engaged, and to help show us the way. 

In 1982, in a speech at Santa Clara Univer-
sity, Father Ellacurı́a spoke eloquently 
about the role of the university. He began by 
saying: 

‘‘Our historical reality—the reality of El 
Salvador, the reality of the Third World, 
that is, the reality of the larger part of the 
world and the most universal—is character-
ized fundamentally by the dominance of 
falsehood over truth, of injustice over jus-
tice, of oppression over liberty, of scarcity 
over abundance, in short of evil over 
good. . .’’ 

He then went on to describe the role of the 
university this way: 

‘‘We ask ourselves what to do with the Uni-
versity. And we answer, above all, from the 
ethical point of view: transform it, do what 
is possible so that good wins over evil, lib-
erty over oppression, justice over injustice, 
truth over falsehood and love over hate. . . 

‘‘A Christian university must take into ac-
count the gospel preference for the poor. 
This does not mean that only the poor study 
at the university; it does not mean that the 
university should abdicate its mission of 
academic excellence—excellence needed to 
solve complex social problems. It does mean 
that the university should be present intel-
lectually where it is needed: to provide 
science for those who have no science; to 
provide skills for the unskilled; to be a voice 
for those who have no voice; to give intellec-
tual support for those who do not possess the 
academic qualifications to promote and le-
gitimize their truth and their rights. 

I do not mean to be presumptuous by 
quoting Fr. Ellacurı́a to all of you who work 
and study at the UCA, but for me, those 
words resonate as strongly today as they did 
three decades ago. How can we look at the 
agony and desperation of so many Salva-
dorans and Central Americans and not feel 
called upon to respond generously and in sol-
idarity with them, their families and their 
communities? I strongly believe—and it is 
one of the most important legacies of the 
Jesuit martyrs—that we are here to help the 
least among us. For me, this is the most im-
portant mission—for governments, for 
churches, for universities, for all of us. As 
Professor Emeritus Dave O’Brien, at the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross, a Jesuit college in my 
home town of Worcester, wrote earlier this 
week, the challenge for all of us is in ‘‘cre-
ating the next chapter.’’ 

When I think of the lives and the deaths of 
those who we honor and who bring us to-
gether for this reflection, I believe that if 
they were still here with us, experiencing El 
Salvador’s current reality, they would be 
calling us to the same commitment, built on 
the same ideals. 

These eight individuals—six priests, two 
women—they died for a reason. What they 
stood for is very powerful. As long as I live 
I will be inspired by their words and by their 
example. 

It is a powerful legacy. Let us build upon 
it together. Let us create the next chapter. 
Thank you. 

HONORING JACKSON REXFORD 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jackson Rexford. 
Jackson is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 206, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jackson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jackson has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jack-
son has led his troop as the Patrol Leader and 
also became a Brave in the Tribe of Mic-O- 
Say and a Brotherhood Member of the Order 
of the Arrow. Jackson has also contributed to 
his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Jackson constructed four raised plant-
ers for Susquehanna Baptist Church in Inde-
pendence, Missouri. All of the food produced 
in these planters will be provided to the 
church’s food pantry. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in com-
mending Jackson Rexford for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act provides crit-
ical authorities for our men and women in uni-
form. It provides for their pay, addresses 
issues of mental health and suicide, protects 
victims of sexual assault and ensures they are 
well equipped and trained to conduct the mis-
sions that the country asks of them. I am 
proud that my colleagues on the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and in the House could come 
to bipartisan agreement on this legislation to 
ensure that our Armed Forces remain the best 
in the world. It is not perfect, but this year’s 
NDAA is an example of how we can work to-
gether to keep the American people safe, 
save tax payer dollars and make sure our men 
and women in uniform get the support they 
deserve. 

However, I remain concerned about the pro-
vision included in the NDAA to provide for au-
thorization through 2016 for the equipping and 
training of Syrian rebels. 

There still remain too many questions about 
the long term implications of arming and 
equipping rebel forces and how this action fits 
into our broader strategy of destroying ISIS. I 
believe, without a detailed discussion on what 
supporting the Syrian rebels entails, that this 
kind of authorization will lead to a much longer 
and costly level of engagement. Congress has 
failed to properly discuss and weigh the long 
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